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Afghanistan - United States. Congress 2018-01-08
Afghanistan : building stability, avoiding chaos : hearing before the
Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate, One Hundred
Seventh Congress, second session, June 26, 2002.
My Life with the Taliban - Abdul Salam Zaeef 2010-01-01
This is the autobiography of Abdul Salam Zaeef, a senior former member
of the Taliban. His memoirs, translated from Pashto, are more than just a
personal account of his extraordinary life. My Life with the Taliban offers
a counter-narrative to the standard accounts of Afghanistan since 1979.
Zaeef describes growing up in rural poverty in Kandahar province. Both
of his parents died at an early age, and the Russian invasion of 1979
forced him to flee to Pakistan. He started fighting the jihad in 1983,
during which time he was associated with many major figures in the antiSoviet resistance, including the current Taliban head Mullah Mohammad
Omar. After the war Zaeef returned to a quiet life in a small village in
Kandahar, but chaos soon overwhelmed Afghanistan as factional fighting
erupted after the Russians pulled out. Disgusted by the lawlessness that
ensued, Zaeef was one among the former mujahidin who were closely
involved in the discussions that led to the emergence of the Taliban, in
1994. Zaeef then details his Taliban career as civil servant and minister
who negotiated with foreign oil companies as well as with Afghanistan's

own resistance leader, Ahmed Shah Massoud. Zaeef was ambassador to
Pakistan at the time of the 9/11 attacks, and his account discusses the
strange "phoney war" period before the US-led intervention toppled the
Taliban. In early 2002 Zaeef was handed over to American forces in
Pakistan, notwithstanding his diplomatic status, and spent four and a half
years in prison (including several years in Guantanamo) before being
released without having been tried or charged with any offence. My Life
with the Taliban offers a personal and privileged insight into the rural
Pashtun village communities that are the Taliban's bedrock. It helps to
explain what drives men like Zaeef to take up arms against the
foreigners who are foolish enough to invade his homeland.
Afghanistan - United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign
Relations 2002
Oral Literature of Iranian Languages: Kurdish, Pashto, Balochi,
Ossetic, Persian and Tajik: Companion Volume II - Ulrich Marzolph
2010-05-19
A new History of Persian Literature in 18 Volumes. Persian literature is
the jewel in the crown of Persian culture. It has profoundly influenced
the literatures of Ottoman Turkey, Muslim India and Turkic Central Asia
and been a source of inspiration for Goethe, Emerson, Matthew Arnold
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and Jorge Luis Borges among others. Yet Persian literature has never
received the attention it truly deserves. A History of Persian Literature
answers this need and offers a new, comprehensive and detailed history
of its subject. This 18-volume, authoritative survey reflects the stature
and significance of Persian literature as the single most important
accomplishment of the Iranian experience. It includes extensive,
revealing examples with contributions by prominent scholars who bring a
fresh critical approach to bear on this important topic. This companion
volume deals with two of the most under-researched areas of study in the
Modern Iranian field: the Persian oral and popular literature of Iran,
Tajikistan and Persian-speaking Afghanistan on the one hand; and the
written and oral literatures of the Kurds, Pashtuns, Baloch and Ossetians
on the other.
International Security and Peacebuilding - Abu Bakarr Bah
2017-01-30
The end of the Cold War was to usher in an era of peace based on
flourishing democracies and free market economies worldwide. Instead,
new wars, including the war on terrorism, have threatened international,
regional, and individual security and sparked a major refugee crisis. This
volume of essays on international humanitarian interventions focuses on
what interests are promoted through these interventions and how efforts
to build liberal democracies are carried out in failing states. Focusing on
Africa, the Middle East, and Europe, an international group of
contributors shows that best practices of protection and international
state-building have not been applied uniformly. Together the essays
provide a theoretical and empirical critique of global liberal governance
and, as they note challenges to regional and international cooperation,
they reveal that global liberal governance may threaten fragile
governments and endanger human security at all levels.
EASO Country of Origin Information Report - 2018
The report aims to provide information on the security situation in
Nigeria, which is relevant for international protection status
determination, refugee status and subsidiary protection. The terms of
reference can be found in Annex 3. This report provides information on

elements and indicators that may help in assessing the need for
international protection of Nigerian applicants. The first chapter gives a
general description of the security situation in Nigeria, armed
confrontations and military operations and an overview of actors in the
various conflicts. This is then elaborated for the main conflicts in more
detail in the second chapter. A general description at the level of the
geopolitical zone contains information on the geography and population,
and on the background of the conflict, including the actors active in the
conflict. This is followed by a description of recent trends in the security
situation, with regard to the above-mentioned indicators: the nature of
the violence, frequency, tactics and targets, locations and number of
fatalities. Also the impact of the violence on the state’s ability to secure
law and order, and the impact on the population are discussed.
Simultaneously to this report on the security situation in Nigeria, EASO
also published reports on Actors of Protection, Targeting of individuals,
and Key Socio-economic Indicators in Nigeria. All reports were published
in November 2018 and publicly available on the EASO COI portal. Where
relevant, in this report reference to these reports have been included for
further reading and more detailed information.
The Pakistan Paradox - Christophe Jaffrelot 2016-06-16
The idea of Pakistan stands riddled with tensions. Initiated by a small
group of select Urdu-speaking Muslims who envisioned a unified Islamic
state, today Pakistan suffers the divisive forces of various separatist
movements and religious fundamentalism. A small entrenched elite
continue to dominate the country’s corridors of power, and democratic
forces and legal institutions remain weak. But despite these seemingly
insurmountable problems, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan continues to
endure. The Pakistan Paradox is the definitive history of democracy in
Pakistan, and its survival despite ethnic strife, Islamism and deepseated
elitism. This edition focuses on three kinds of tensions that are as old as
Pakistan itself. The tension between the unitary definition of the nation
inherited from Jinnah and centrifugal ethnic forces; between civilians
and army officers who are not always in favour of or against democracy;
and between the Islamists and those who define Islam only as a cultural
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identity marker.
Near East/South Asia Report - 1985

cleavages and alliances (Kalyvas 2006). The analysis exposes the folly of
asking single-level policy questions like do the benefits and costs of a
regime change in Iraq justify an invasion? We must also ask what other
violence might cascade from an invasion of Iraq? The cascades concept is
widespread in the physical and biological sciences with cascades in
geology, particle physics and the globalization of contagion. The past two
decades has seen prominent and powerful applications of the cascades
idea to the social sciences (Sunstein 1997; Gladwell 2000; Sikkink 2011).
In his discussion of ethnic violence, James Rosenau (1990) stressed that
the image of turbulence developed by mathematicians and physicists
could provide an important basis for understanding the idea of
bifurcation and related ideas of complexity, chaos, and turbulence in
complex systems. He classified the bifurcated systems in contemporary
world politics as the multicentric system and the statecentric system.
Each of these affects the others in multiple ways, at multiple levels, and
in ways that make events enormously hard to predict (Rosenau 1990,
2006). He replaced the idea of events with cascades to describe the
event structures that 'gather momentum, stall, reverse course, and
resume anew as their repercussions spread among whole systems and
subsystems' (1990: 299). Through a detailed analysis of case studies in
South Asia, that built on John Braithwaite's twenty-five year project
Peacebuilding Compared, and coding of conflicts in different parts of the
globe, we expand Rosenau's concept of global turbulence and images of
cascades. In the cascades of violence in South Asia, we demonstrate how
micro-events such as localized riots, land-grabbing, pervasive
militarization and attempts to assassinate political leaders are linked to
large scale macro-events of global politics. We argue in order to prevent
future conflicts there is a need to understand the relationships between
history, structures and agency; interest, values and politics; global and
local factors and alliances.
Afghanistan - Mariam Ghani 2011
"In the form of a lexicon, artist Mariam Ghani describes, together with
her father, the renowned anthropologist and political scientist Ashraf
Ghani, the cycle of repeated collapse and recovery that Afghanistan has

World Report 2018- Human Rights Watch 2018-01-30
The human rights records of more than ninety countries and territories
are put into perspective in Human Rights Watch's signature yearly
report. Reflecting extensive investigative work undertaken in 2016 by
Human Rights Watch staff, in close partnership with domestic human
rights activists, the annual World Report is an invaluable resource for
journalists, diplomats, and citizens, and is a must-read for anyone
interested in the fight to protect human rights in every corner of the
globe.
Afghan History Through Afghan Eyes
- Nile Green 2015-05
Radically questioning received ideas about how to understand
Afghanistan, this book asks how Afghan intellectuals, ideologues and
ordinary people have understood their collective past.
An Account of the Kingdom of Caubul, and Its Dependencies in
Persia, Tartary, and India - Mountstuart Elphinstone 1842
Central Asia - 1979
Cascades of Violence
- John Braithwaite 2018-02-01
As in the cascading of water, violence and nonviolence can cascade down
from commanding heights of power (as in waterfalls), up from powerless
peripheries, and can undulate to spread horizontally (flowing from one
space to another). As with containing water, conflict cannot be contained
without asking crucial questions about which variables might cause it to
cascade from the top-down, bottom up and from the middle-out. The
book shows how violence cascades from state to state. Empirical
research has shown that nations with a neighbor at war are more likely
to have a civil war themselves (Sambanis 2001). More importantly in the
analysis of this book, war cascades from hot spot to hot spot within and
between states (Autesserre 2010, 2014). The key to understanding
cascades of hot spots is in the interaction between local and macro
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undergone over the course of the twentieth century. The lexicon
comprises seventy-one mostly illustrated terms that include central
figures and places, words that carry a specific (political) meaning in the
Afghan context, and entries on recurring events and defining themes."-Documenta 13 website, viewed Oct. 5, 2011.
Islam and Politics in Afghanistan - Asta Olesen 1995
The years 1978 and 1979 were dramatic throughout south and western
Asia. In Iran, the Pahlavi dynasty was toppled by an Islamic revolution. In
Pakistan, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was hanged by the military regime that
toppled him and which then proceeded to implement an Islamization
programme. Between the two lay Afghanistan whose "Saur Revolution"
of April 1978 soon developed into a full scale civil war and Soviet
intervention. The military struggle that followed was largely influenced
by Soviet-US rivalry but the ideological struggle followed a dynamic of its
own. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including such previously
unused archival material as British Intelligence reports, this is a detailed
study of the Afghan debate on the role of Islam in politics from the
formation of the modern Afghan state around 1800 to the present day.
Revolutionary Afghanistan - Beverley Male 2022-02-07
This book, first published in 1982, examines the reality of the so-called
revolution in Afghanistan. It focuses on the career of Hafizullah Amin,
considered in the West as a near-genocidal mass murderer, intent on
establishing a personal fiefdom in Afghanistan. However, this book
argues that he was a man struggling against impossible odds to preserve
his country’s independence and at the same time drag it into the
twentieth century. He commanded such loyalty and support within the
Afghanistan Communist Party and the armed forces that the Russians
had to invade to get rid of him.
I Am Malala - Malala Yousafzai 2013-10-08
A MEMOIR BY THE YOUNGEST RECIPIENT OF THE NOBEL PEACE
PRIZE As seen on Netflix with David Letterman "I come from a country
that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after
midday." When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan,
one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for

her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was
fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at
point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few
expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken
her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she
became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee
ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a
family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a
father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his
daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a
fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. I AM MALALA
will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire
change in the world.
Aiding Afghanistan - Asger Christensen 1995
Before Taliban - David B. Edwards 2002-04-02
In this powerful book, David B. Edwards traces the lives of three recent
Afghan leaders in Afghanistan's history--Nur Muhammad Taraki,
Samiullah Safi, and Qazi Amin Waqad--to explain how the promise of
progress and prosperity that animated Afghanistan in the 1960s
crumbled and became the present tragedy of discord, destruction, and
despair. Before Taliban builds on the foundation that Edwards laid in his
previous book, Heroes of the Age, in which he examines the lives of three
significant figures of the late nineteenth century--a tribal khan, a Muslim
saint, and a prince who became king of the newly created state. In the
mid twentieth century, Afghans believed their nation could be a model of
economic and social development that would inspire the world. Instead,
political conflict, foreign invasion, and civil war have left the country
impoverished and politically dysfunctional. Each of the men Edwards
profiles were engaged in the political struggles of the country's recent
history. They hoped to see Afghanistan become a more just and
democratic nation. But their visions for their country were radically
different, and in the end, all three failed and were killed or exiled. Now,
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Afghanistan is associated with international terrorism, drug trafficking,
and repression. Before Taliban tells these men's stories and provides a
thorough analysis of why their dreams for a progressive nation lie in
ruins while the Taliban has succeeded. In Edwards's able hands, this
culturally informed biography provides a mesmerizing and revealing look
into the social and cultural contexts of political change.
Central Asian Monuments - H. B. Paksoy 1992
CARRIE, a full-text electronic library based at the University of Kansas,
presents the text of "Central Asian Monuments" (ISBN 975-428-033-9).
H. B. Paksoy edited the book, which was originally published in 1992 by
the Isis Press. The book contains essays on eight Central Asian literary
monuments and provides historical perspective on each.
"We Have the Promises of the World"
- Rachel Reid 2009
"In March 2009, the Afghan President approved the Taliban-style Shia
personal Status law which imposes discriminatory and abusive
regulations restricting the basic rights of many women. Its adoption
provided a timely reminder of how vulnerable Afghan women are to
political deals and broken promises. With fundamentalist factions in
government gathering strength, the insurgency gaining ground, and
some form of reconciliation with Taliban factions firmly on the horizon,
the gains made by Afghan women and girls are under serious threat.
Commitments about women's rights made when the Taliban were
defeated in 2001 and since have not been kept--by the Afghan
government or its international backers. 'We Have the Promises of the
World' identifies some of the most pressing problems faced by Afghan
women and girls today: attacks on women in public life, violence against
women, child and forced marriage, access to justice, and girls' access to
secondary education. The report documents how high profile women
have been assassinated and their murderers not brought to justice.
Victims of rape are still punished for adultery, while rapists receive
presidential pardons. Young girls are locked up for running away from
domestic violence, in contravention of national laws. Child and forced
marriage remain common, with devastating effects for the girls and
women involved. Only 11 percent of girls reach secondary school. The

picture is bleak. But it is not too late to make progress. One hopeful sign
is the determination and courage of Afghan women, many of whom are
becoming a force to be reckoned with, as their fight against the Shia law
and their successful push for a new law on violence against women have
demonstrated. But they need political, financial, and moral support from
moderate and progressive Afghan leaders. And they need the
commitments of the international community to be turned into action.
Promises alone will not protect their rights."--Page [4] of PDF cover.
Countering Violent Estremism in Pakistan - Anita M. Weiss
2021-04-29
This book identifies and analyzes the impact of the various ways in which
local people are responding, taking stands, recapturing their culture, and
saying 'stop' to the violent extremism that has manifested over the past
decade (even longer) in Pakistan. Local groups throughout Pakistan are
engaging in various kinds of social negotiations and actions to lessen the
violence that has plagued the country since the 1979 Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan which let loose abarrage of violence that overflowed into its
borders. In so many ways, Pakistanis are engaging in powerful actions
that transform how people think about their own society, impeding
extremists' rants while acting on 'envisioning alternative futures'. This
book, hence, focuses on finding the sparks ofhope that local people are
creating to counter violent extremism based on close ethnographic study
of ground realities about not only what people are doing but why they
are selecting these kinds of actions, how they are creating alternative
narratives about culture and identity, and their vision of a future without
violence. This book is also designed to celebrate what is flourishing in
cultural performances, music, social activism, and the like in Pakistan
today because of people's commitmentto take stands against extremism.
Islam and Asia - Chiara Formichi 2020-05-07
An accessible, transregional exploration of how Islam and Asia have
shaped each other's histories, societies and cultures from the seventh
century to today.
The Pathan Unarmed - Mukulika Banerjee 2000-01
Examines the rise in the inter-war years of a Gandhian influenced nonDownloaded from
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violent movement in the North West Frontier.
Strategic Culture and Violent Non-state Actors - James M. Smith 2008
This paper combines three separate threads of analysis on culture and
violent nonstate actors as a launching pad to spur further research into
this critical arena of culture and security. Jim Smith lays out a series of
templates for guiding analysis of culture and violent nonstate actors.
Mark Long applies cultural analysis of radical Islam and alQaida in
discussing the influences involved in the core al Qaida group's WMD
decisions. Tom Johnson, in examining a tribal insurgent psychological
campaign in Afghanistan, demonstrates that behavioral influences can be
manipulated for significant effect in countering our efforts to gain
stability and legitimacy for the Afghan government. James M. Smith,
PhD, is the Director, USAF Institute for National Security Studies and
Professor, Military Strategic Studies at the US Air Force Academy.Jerry
Mark Long, PhD, is Associate Professor and Director, Middle East
Studies, Honors College, Baylor University. Thomas H. Johnson is
Research Professor at the Naval Postgraduate School.
Connecting Histories in Afghanistan - Shah Hanifi 2011-02-11
Originally published online in 2008 by Columbia University Press.
Freedom in the World 2014 - Freedom House 2014-12-11
The methodology of this survey is derived in large measure from the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are applied
to all countries and territories, irrespective of geographical location,
ethnic or religious composition, or level of economic development.
Afghanistan's Islam - Nile Green 2017
"This book provides the first ever overview of the history and
development of Islam in Afghanistan. It covers every era from the
conversion of Afghanistan through the medieval and early modern
periods to the present day. Based on primary sources in Arabic, Persian,
Pashto, Urdu and Uzbek, its depth and scope of coverage is unrivalled by
any existing publication on Afghanistan. As well as state-sponsored
religion, the chapters cover such issues as the rise of Sufism, Sharia,
women's religiosity, transnational Islamism and the Taliban. Islam has
been one of the most influential social and political forces in Afghan

history. Providing idioms and organizations for both anti-state and antiforeign mobilization, Islam has proven to be a vital socio-political
resource in modern Afghanistan. Even as it has been deployed as the
national cement of a multi-ethnic 'Emirate' and then 'Islamic Republic,'
Islam has been no less a destabilizing force in dividing Afghan society.
Yet despite the universal scholarly recognition of the centrality of Islam
to Afghan history, its developmental trajectories have received relatively
little sustained attention outside monographs and essays devoted to
particular moments or movements. To help develop a more
comprehensive, comparative and developmental picture of Afghanistan's
Islam from the eighth century to the present, this edited volume brings
together specialists on different periods, regions and languages. Each
chapter forms a case study 'snapshot' of the Islamic beliefs, practices,
institutions and authorities of a particular time and place in
Afghanistan"--Provided by publishe
Afghanistan - Mohammed Kakar 1997-03-03
This is both a personal and historical account of the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. The author openly criticized the new regime, but was not
imprisoned at first. Once in prison, he continued to collect information
from prominent Afghan political prisoners of varying political
persuasions.
State and Tribe in Nineteenth-Century Afghanistan
- Christine Noelle
2012-06-25
With the exception of two short periods of direct British intervention
during the Anglo-Afghan Wars of 1839-42 and 1878-80, the history of
nineteenth-century Afghanistan has received little attention from
western scholars. This study seeks to shift the focus of debate from the
geostrategic concern with Afghanistan as the bone of contention between
imperial Russian and British interests to a thorough investigation of the
sociopolitical circumstances prevailing within the country. On the basis
of unpublished British documents and works by Afghan historians, it lays
the groundwork for a better understanding of the political mechanisms at
work during the early Muhammadzai era by analysing them both from
the viewpoint of the center and the pierphery.
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International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) that now commands
peacekeeping throughout Afghanistan, including the restive south. Of
those, 19,000 of the 31,000 U.S. forces in Afghanistan are part of ISAF.
The U.S. and partner forces also run regional enclaves to secure
reconstruction (Provincial Reconstruction Teams, PRTs), and are building
an Afghan National Army and National Police. The United States has
given Afghanistan over $23 billion (appropriated, including FY2008 to
date) since the fall of the Taliban, including funds to equip and train
Afghan security forces.
The Opium Economy in Afghanistan - United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime 2003
“The present study goes beyond reporting on a single year's production
and value. It examines Afghanistan's opium economy in order to
understand its dynamics, the reasons for its success, its beneficiaries and
victims, and the problems it has caused domestically and abroad.”-Executive summary.
Afghanistan: Politics, Elections, and Government Performance -

Afghanistan - Kenneth Katzman 2008
U.S. and outside assessments of the effort to stabilise Afghanistan are
mixed and subject to debate; the Administration notes progress on
reconstruction, governance and security in many areas of Afghanistan,
particularly the U.S.-led eastern sector of Afghanistan. However, a
November 2007 Bush Administration review of U.S. efforts in
Afghanistan reportedly concluded that overall progress was inadequate.
This mirrors recent outside studies that contain relatively pessimistic
assessments, emphasising a growing sense of insecurity in areas
previously considered secure, increased numbers of suicide attacks, and
increasing aggregate poppy cultivation, as well as increasing divisions
within the NATO alliance about the relative share of combat among the
nations contributing to the peacekeeping mission. Both the official U.S.
as well as outside assessments are increasingly pointing to Pakistan as
failing -- either through lack of attention or eliberatestrategy -- to prevent
Taliban commanders from operating from Pakistan. To try to gain
momentum against the insurgency, the United States is considering new
initiatives including adding U.S. troops to the still combat-intense south,
possibly assuming U.S. command of the southern sector, and increasing
direct U.S. action against Taliban concentrations inside Pakistan.
Politically, the Afghan government remains reasonably stable. The postTaliban transition was completed with the convening of a parliament in
December 2005; a new constitution was adopted in January 2004,
successful presidential elections were held on October 9, 2004, and
parliamentary elections took place on September 18, 2005. The
parliament has become an arena for factions that have fought each other
for nearly three decades to debate and peacefully resolve differences, as
well as a centre of political pressure on President Hamid Karzai. Major
regional strongmen have been marginalised. Afghan citizens are enjoying
personal freedoms forbidden by the Taliban, and women are
participating in economic and political life. Presidential elections are to
be held in the fall of 2009, with parliamentary and provincial elections to
follow one year later. To help stabilise Afghanistan, the United States
and partner countries are deploying a 47,000 troop NATO-led

Proceedings of the ... Conference - New Zealand Geographical
Society. Conference 2003
Taliban Narratives - Thomas H. Johnson 2018-02-01
Why has the Taliban been so much more effective in presenting
messages that resonate with the Afghan population than the United
States, the Afghan government and their allies? This book, based on
years of field research and the assessment of hundreds of original source
materials, examines the information operations and related narratives of
Afghan insurgents, especially the Afghan Taliban, and investigates how
the Taliban has won the information war. Taliban messaging, wrapped in
the narrative of jihad, is both to the point and in tune with its target
audiences. On the other hand, the United States and its Kabul allies
committed a basic messaging blunder, failing to present narratives that
spoke to or, often, were even understood by their target audiences.
Thomas Johnson systematically explains why the United States lost this
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"battle of the story" in Afghanistan, and argues that this defeat may have
cost the US the entire war, despite its conventional and technological
superiority.
Afghanistan under Soviet Domination, 1964–91 - Anthony Hyman
2016-07-27
The book offers a clear, authoritative and readable guide to the modern
history of Afghanistan. This remote land made up of many tribes and
ethnic peoples on the borders of Central Asia became a focus of
Superpower rivalry and international intrigue after the Soviet invasion in
1979. This book shows how Afghanistan's traditional society has been
profoundly shaken up in a cruelly destructive war, causing the world's
biggest refugee problem and a chronic instability which threatens the
wider region.
US Nation-Building in Afghanistan (Open Access) - Conor Keane
2016-03-31
Why has the US so dramatically failed in Afghanistan since 2001?
Dominant explanations have ignored the bureaucratic divisions and
personality conflicts inside the US state. This book rectifies this
weakness in commentary on Afghanistan by exploring the significant role
of these divisions in the US’s difficulties in the country that meant the
battle was virtually lost before it even began. The main objective of the
book is to deepen readers understanding of the impact of bureaucratic
politics on nation-building in Afghanistan, focusing primarily on the Bush
Administration. It rejects the ’rational actor’ model, according to which
the US functions as a coherent, monolithic agent. Instead, internal
divisions within the foreign policy bureaucracy are explored, to build up
a picture of the internal tensions and contradictions that bedevilled US
nation-building efforts. The book also contributes to the vexed issue of
whether or not the US should engage in nation-building at all, and if so
under what conditions.
I Am a Bacha Posh- Ukmina Manoori 2014-10-14
A 2015 Amelia Bloomer List Selection "You will be a son, my daughter."
With these stunning words Ukmina learned that she was to spend her
childhood as a boy. In Afghanistan there is a widespread practice of girls

dressing as boys to play the role of a son. These children are called
bacha posh: literally "girls dressed as boys." This practice offers families
the freedom to allow their child to shop and work—and in some cases, it
saves them from the disgrace of not having a male heir. But in
adolescence, religion restores the natural law. The girls must marry, give
birth, and give up their freedom. Ukmina decided to confront social and
family pressure and keep her menswear. This brave choice paved the
way for an extraordinary destiny: she wages war against the Soviets,
assists the mujaheddin and ultimately commands the respect of all whom
she encounters. She eventually becomes one of the elected council
members of her province. But freedom always has a price. For "Ukmina
warrior" that price was her life as a woman. This is a stunning and brave
memoir about a little known practice that will challenge your perceptions
about gender and the courage it takes to live your life to the fullest.
Skyhorse Publishing, along with our Arcade, Good Books, Sports
Publishing, and Yucca imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of
biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs. Our list includes biographies
on well-known historical figures like Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela,
and Alexander Graham Bell, as well as villains from history, such as
Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We have also
published survivor stories of World War II, memoirs about overcoming
adversity, first-hand tales of adventure, and much more. While not every
title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain Development Holly A. Ritchie 2016-03-02
George Bernard Shaw once said that reasonable people adapt
themselves to the world but unreasonable people adapt the world to
themselves. In a sense, this book explores how these so-called
‘unreasonable people’ may interact to re-fashion the world around them
in fragile economic development. Drawing on empirical research in the
volatile and traditional context of Afghanistan, the study investigates the
challenge of poor women’s participation in business and diverse
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outcomes for local development. Institutional Innovation and Change in
Value Chain Development takes a unique look at nuanced institutional
phenomena through the lens of social institutions, with a subtle
appreciation of the interaction of structure and agency. Drawing on indepth qualitative research in Afghanistan, the case studies specifically
investigate the transformation of the women’s norm of purdah, and the
subsequent development of new market institutions in three women’s
enterprises. Shedding new light on the opaque process of institutional
change, the research shows that external actors (such as NGOs) can both
initiate and guide institutional development in fragile environments. Yet
there may be limitations to their endeavours, with strong resistance from

local power holders. Meanwhile, dominant entrepreneurs are shown to
play a major role in fostering institutional development pathways. This
influences the scope of inclusion and exclusion in enterprise and value
chains, and broader streams of socio-economic development.
Low-intensity Conflict in the Third - World
Stephen Blank 1988
A common thread ties together the five case studies of this book: the
persistence with which the bilateral relationship between the United
States and the Soviet Union continues to dominate American foreign and
regional policies. These essays analyze the LIC environment in Central
Asia, the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and sub-Saharan
Africa.
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