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The First Day on the Eastern Front - Craig W.
H. Luther 2018-11-01
Sunday, June 22, 1941: three million German
soldiers invaded the Soviet Union as part of
Hitler’s long-planned Operation Barbarossa,
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

which aimed to destroy the Soviet Union, secure
its land as lebensraum for the Third Reich, and
enslave its Slavic population. From launching
points in newly acquired Poland, in three
prongs—North, Central, South—German forces
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stormed western Russia, virtually from the Baltic
to the Black Sea. By late fall, the invasion had
foundered against Russian weather, terrain, and
resistance, and by December, it had failed at the
gates of Moscow, but early on, as the Germans
sliced through Russian territory and soldiers
with impunity, capturing hundreds of thousands,
it seemed as though Russia would fall. In the
spirit of Martin Middlebrook’s classic First Day
on the Somme, Craig Luther narrates the events
of June 22, 1941, a day when German military
might was at its peak and seemed as though it
would easily conquer the Soviet Union, a day the
common soldiers would remember for its tension
and the frogs bellowing in the Polish
marshlands. It was a day when the German
blitzkrieg decimated Soviet command and
control within hours and seemed like nothing
would stop it from taking Moscow. Luther
narrates June 22—one of the pivotal days of
World War II—from high command down to the
tanks and soldiers at the sharp end, covering
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

strategy as well as tactics and the vivid personal
stories of the men who crossed the border into
the Soviet Union that fateful day, which is the
Eastern Front in microcosm, representing the
years of industrial-scale warfare that followed
and the unremitting hostility of Germans and
Soviets.
German Defense Tactics Against Russian
Breakthroughs - 1951
Barbarossa Derailed: The Battle for Smolensk 10
July-10 September 1941
- David Glantz
2012-04-10
The second half of a two-part study on Operation
Barbarossa, Hitler’s plan to invade Soviet Russia
during World War II, and what went wrong. At
dawn on 10 July 1941, massed tanks and
motorized infantry of German Army Group
Center’s Second and Third Panzer Groups
crossed the Dnepr and Western Dvina Rivers,
beginning what Hitler and most German officers
and soldiers believed would be a triumphal
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march on Moscow, the Soviet capital. Less than
three weeks before, on 22 June Hitler had
unleashed his Wehrmacht’s massive invasion of
the Soviet Union, code-named Operation
Barbarossa, which sought to defeat the Soviet
Red Army, conquer the country, and unseat its
Communist ruler, Josef Stalin. Between 22 June
and 10 July, the Wehrmacht advanced up to 500
kilometers into Soviet territory, killed or
captured up to one million Red Army soldiers,
and reached the western banks of the Western
Dvina and Dnepr Rivers, by doing so satisfying
the premier assumption of Plan Barbarossa that
the Third Reich would emerge victorious if it
could defeat and destroy the bulk of the Red
Army before it withdrew to safely behind those
two rivers. With the Red Army now shattered,
Hitler and most Germans expected total victory
in a matter of weeks. The ensuing battles in the
Smolensk region frustrated German hopes for
quick victory. Once across the Dvina and Dnepr
Rivers, a surprised Wehrmacht encountered five
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

fresh Soviet armies. Quick victory eluded the
Germans. Instead, Soviet forces encircled in
Mogilev and Smolensk stubbornly refused to
surrender, and while they fought on, during July,
August, and into early September, first five and
then a total of seven newly mobilized Soviet
armies struck back viciously at the advancing
Germans, conducting multiple counterattacks
and counterstrokes, capped by two major
counteroffensives that sapped German strength
and will. Despite immense losses in men and
materiel, these desperate Soviet actions derailed
Operation Barbarossa. Smarting from countless
wounds inflicted on his vaunted Wehrmacht,
even before the fighting ended in the Smolensk
region, Hitler postponed his march on Moscow
and instead turned his forces southward to
engage “softer targets” in the Kiev region. The
“derailment” of the Wehrmacht at Smolensk
ultimately became the crucial turning point in
Operation Barbarossa. This groundbreaking
study, now significantly expanded, exploits a
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wealth of Soviet and German archival materials,
including the combat orders and operational of
the German OKW, OKH, army groups, and
armies and of the Soviet Stavka, the Red Army
General Staff, the Western Main Direction
Command, the Western, Central, Reserve, and
Briansk Fronts, and their subordinate armies to
present a detailed mosaic and definitive account
of what took place, why, and how during the
prolonged and complex battles in the Smolensk
region from 10 July through 10 September 1941.
The structure of the study is designed
specifically to appeal to both general readers
and specialists by a detailed two-volume
chronological narrative of the course of
operations, accompanied by a third volume and
a fourth, containing archival maps and an
extensive collection of specific orders and
reports translated verbatim from Russian. The
maps, archival and archival-based, detail every
stage of the battle.
The Viaz'ma Catastrophe, 1941
- Lev
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

Lopukhovsky 2013-08-01
This book describes one of the most terrible
tragedies of the Second World War and the
events preceding it. The horrible miscalculations
made by the Stavka of the Soviet Supreme High
Command and the Front commands led in
October 1941 to the deaths and imprisonment of
hundreds of thousands of their own people. Until
recently, the magnitude of the defeats suffered
by the Red Army at Viaz'ma and Briansk were
simply kept hushed up. For the first time, in this
book a full picture of the combat operations that
led to this tragedy are laid out in detail, using
previously unknown or little-used documents.
The author was driven to write this book after
his long years of fruitless search to learn what
happened to his father Colonel N.I.
Lopukhovsky, the commander of the 120th
Howitzer Artillery Regiment, who disappeared
together with his unit in the maelstrom of
Operation Typhoon. He became determined to
break the official silence surrounding the
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military disaster on the approaches to Moscow
in the autumn of 1941. In the present edition,
the author additionally introduces documents
from German military archives, which will
doubtlessly interest not only scholars, but also
students of the Eastern Front of the Second
World War. Lopukhovsky substantiates his
position on the matter of the true extent of the
losses of the Red Army in men and equipment,
which greatly exceeded the official data. In the
Epilogue, he briefly discusses the searches he
has conducted with the aim of revealing the
circumstances surrounding the deaths of Soviet
soldiers, who to this point have been listed
among the missing-in-action - including his own
father. The narrative is enhanced by numerous
photographs, color maps and tables. Lev
Nikolaevich Lopukhovsky graduated from the
prestigious Frunze Military Academy in 1962
and spent the next ten years serving in the
Soviet Union's Strategic Rocket forces, rising to
the rank of colonel and a regiment commander,
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

before transferring to a teaching position in the
Frunze Military Academy in 1972 due to health
reasons. Lopukhovsky is a professor with the
Russian Federation's Academy of Military
Sciences (2008), and has been a member of
Russia's Union of Journalists since 2004. Since
1989 he has been engaged in the search for
those defenders of the Fatherland who went
missing-in-action in the Second World War,
including his own father Colonel N.I.
Lopukhovsky, who is now known to have been
killed while breaking out of encirclement in
October 1941. Motivated by his father's
disappearance, he had previously taken up the
intense study of the Viaz'ma defensive operation
and wrote the initial manuscript of the present
book. In 1980 this manuscript was rejected by
military censors, because it contradicted official
views. Lopukhovsky is the author of several
other books about the war, including
Prokhorovka bez grifa sekretnosti [Prokhorovka
without the seal of secrecy] (2005), Pervye dni
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voiny [First days of the war] (2007) and is the
co-author of Iiun' 1941: Zaprogrammirovannoe
porazhenie [June 1941: A Programmed Defeat]
(2010). For his active search work, he was
awarded the civilian Order of the Silver Star.
Stuart Britton is a freelance translator and
editor residing in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He has
been responsible for making a growing number
of Russian titles available to readers of the
English language, consisting primarily of
memoirs by Red Army veterans and recent
historical research concerning the Eastern Front
of the Second World War and Soviet air
operations in the Korean War. Notable recent
titles include Valeriy Zamulin's award-winning
'Demolishing the Myth: The Tank Battle at
Prokhorovka, Kursk, July 1943: An Operational
Narrative ' (Helion, 2011), Boris Gorbachevsky's
'Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's
War on the Eastern Front 1942-45' (University
Press of Kansas, 2008) and Yuri Sutiagin's and
Igor Seidov's 'MiG Menace Over Korea: The
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

Story of Soviet Fighter Ace Nikolai Sutiagin'
(Pen & Sword Aviation, 2009). Future books will
include Svetlana Gerasimova's analysis of the
prolonged and savage fighting against Army
Group Center in 1942-43 to liberate the city of
Rzhev, and more of Igor Seidov's studies of the
Soviet side of the air war in Korea, 1951-1953.
Battleground Prussia
- Prit Buttar 2012-02-20
The terrible months between the arrival of the
Red Army on German soil and the final collapse
of Hitler's regime were like no other in the
Second World War. The Soviet Army's intent to
take revenge for the horror that the Nazis had
wreaked on their people produced a conflict of
implacable brutality in which millions perished.
From the great battles that marked the Soviet
conquest of East and West Prussia to the final
surrender in the Vistula estuary, this book
recounts in chilling detail the desperate struggle
of soldiers and civilians alike. These brutal
campaigns are brought vividly to life by a
combination of previously untold testimony and
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astute strategic analysis recognising a conflict of
unprecedented horror and suffering.
German Battle Tactics on the Russian
Front, 1941-1945 - Steven H. Newton 1994
10) Army Group South (7 April-7 May 1945) by
Lothar Dr. Rendulic (army group commander).
Through the Maelstrom- Борис Горбачевский
2008
A junior officer in the Red Army provides one of
the richest and most detailed memoirs of life and
warfare on the Eastern Front, from his combat
training in early 1942 until the surrender and
occupation of Germany.
The German Campaign in Russia - George E.
Blau 1955
The purpose of this study is to describe German
planning and operations in the first part of the
campaign against Russia. The narrative starts
with Hitler's initial plans for an invasion of
Russia and ends at the time of Germany's
maximum territorial gains during the battle for
Stalingrad.
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

War on the Eastern Front
- James Lucas
2014-10-30
This classic WWII history presents a
comprehensive yet vividly detailed account of
the Third Reich’s epic and bitter clash with the
Red Army. The opening onslaughts of Operation
Barbarossa began on June 22nd, 1941, as
German forces stormed into the Soviet Union.
Few of them were to survive the five long years
of bitter struggle. A posting to the Eastern Front
during the Second World War was rightly
regarded with dread by the German soldiers.
They faced the unremitting hostility of the
climate, the people and even, at times, their own
leadership. There were epic conflicts, such as
the battles of Stalingrad and Kursk. But
surrounding these famous events was a daily
war of attrition which ultimately ground Hitler’s
war machine to a halt. In this classic account,
military historian James Lucas examines the
Eastern Front from trench warfare to a bicyclemounted antitank unit fighting against the
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oncoming Russian hordes. Told through the
experiences of the German soldiers who endured
these nightmarish years of warfare, War on the
Eastern Front is a unique record of this
cataclysmic campaign.
The Russian Front - James F. Dunnigan 1978
Et oversigtsværk om den tyske krigsførelse på
østfronten 1941-45
Battle Group! - James Lucas 2014-03-31
The author of War on the Eastern Front offers an
in-depth analysis of Nazi Germany’s shock troop
tactics in every theater of WWII. The German
army in the Second World War sought to fight
and win swift, decisive victories in a succession
of short campaigns known as blitzkrieg, or
“lightning war.” Flexibility was as essential as
the will to win. Battle groups, or shock troops,
were created from miscellaneous and often
disparate military units to undertake a specific
local operation; it was the army's skill in
combining superior numbers, aggressive tactics
and the battle group commander's ability to
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

exploit the changing situation on the ground
which brought success on the battlefield. The
actions described here cover all theaters of the
war, and include battle groups large and small,
deployed usually to smash a breach in the enemy
line or seal off an enemy penetration. It covers
operations in the first dynamic years when
Wehrmacht forces defeated the armies of one
European country after another in fast
campaigns, through to the years after Stalingrad
and Africa as they moved towards defeat. The
battle groups’ contribution to Wehrmacht
fortunes offer powerful lessons in the tactics of
battle management, and this book by James
Lucas, a military historian known for his close
studies of the German soldier, is considered to
be one of the most detailed and authoritative
accounts on the subject.
Soviet Night Operations in World War II Claude Ronald Sasso 1983
This study examines the extensive experiences of
the Soviet Army as it struggled to master the
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night. Driven by necessity to operate in the
relative safety of darkness, the Soviet Army in
World War II learned to capitalize on night
operations and to exploit that capability in its
quest for victory over the German Army, The
Soviets have not forgotten that experience, and
since the war, they have emphasized the
advantages of night combat. As they train for
night operations, they closely study the
experiences of World War II in the belief that
certain basic techniques and conditions of battle
transcend time and the vagaries of technological
change.
Barbarossa Derailed - David Glantz 2014-10-19
The supplemental companion to a two-part study
on Operation Barbarossa, Hitler’s plan to invade
Soviet Russia during World War II. Volume
three, the Documentary Companion to
Barbarossa Derailed, contains the documentary
evidence for the two volumes of narrative. In
addition to key Führer Directives issued by Adolf
Hitler to provide direction to his forces during
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

the Barbarossa Campaign, as well as vital orders
issued by German Army Group Center, this book
includes the daily operational summaries of the
participating Soviet fronts, armies, and some
divisions and many if not most of the orders and
reports issued by the struggling Soviet armies.
Precise translations illustrate not only the
capabilities and states-of-mind of key Soviet
commanders as they dealt with crisis after crisis
but also the characteristics (such as
aggressiveness, passivity, brutality, and despair)
of their varied styles of command. They also
demonstrate how an army, which lost the bulk of
its experienced troops during the first several
months of the campaign, attempted to use its
operational directives and tactical orders to
educate its soldiers and officers in the basics of
waging war in the midst of active and bloody
operations. Praise for Barbarossa Derailed “A
meticulous operational narrative covering a key
Eastern Front campaign . . . Glantz certainly
succeeds in providing the best account of
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Smolensk to date.” —Parameters - The US Army
War College Quarterly “Both author and
publisher are to be congratulated for producing
such a detailed and comprehensive study of
what could turn out to be one of the seminal
battles of the Soviet-German War. Given the
amount of Russian material in this volume and,
presumably, in the volumes still be published,
taking all four volumes collectively, this will
hopefully mean a more objective and factually
accurate description of the roles of both major
combatants in the early opening phase of the
war on the Eastern Front and may well cause
others to re-examine the Battle and assess its
overall importance to the eventual victory of the
USSR.” —Dr. Steven J Main, DefAc UK, British
Army Review “With Barbarossa Derailed, Glantz
has provided the specialist on the Soviet-German
War with an excellent study of this early conflict
that served as an incubator for Soviet victory.”
—Canadian Slavonic Papers “A necessary and
valuable addition to the English-language
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

literature on the Great Patriotic War. It includes
a wealth of documents never before available in
English, and it substantially revises earlier
accounts of the Battle of Smolensk.” —Journal of
Military History
The Great Offensive
- Max Werner 1943
Russian Tanks of World War II - Tim Bean 2002
At the start of the campaign on the Eastern
Front, in the earliest days of Operation
Barbarossa, it was the German armour that
swept all in front of it as the Wehrmacht drove
eastwards in an unrelenting advance on
Leningrad, Moscow and Stalingrad. The illprepared and under-resourced Russian forces
were forced to retreat. Gradually, the balance of
the war swung in favour of the Russian forces,
whose strength both in numbers and equipment
proved decisive in the ultimate defeat of the
German forces in the east. Critical in the Soviet
victory was its armour; tanks such as the T-34
proving the equal, if not better than, some of the
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tanks available to the Germans. This
authoritative history of the Soviet forces before
and during World War 2, reveals the
development of their tactics in the early postrevolutionary era right through to the ultimate
victory in Berlin in May 1945. The dramatic
struggle of the tank crews against the German
advance is told through some 200 contemporary
photographs, many of which have never been
seen before.The photographs include images of
tank training in the 1920s and 1930s, on active
service, and many compelling pictures from
some of the major tank battles of the day. Over
the past five years, aided by the opening up of
archives in Russia previously closed to western
experts, there has been a massive growth in
interest in the events that occurred on the
Eastern Front. Russian Tanks is an important
addition to the literature currently available,
exploring as it does, the vitally important Soviet
armour of the period.
SS: Hell on the Eastern Front - Christopher
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

Ailsby 1998
Gives an account of the Waffen-SS on the
Eastern Front, its battles, organisation, tactics
and equipment.
Soviet Night Operations in World War II Claude R. Sasso 1982
German Commanders of World War II (1)
Gordon Williamson 2012-06-20
This first of two studies examines the careers
and illustrates the appearance and uniforms of
19 of the German Army's leading field
commanders in World War II. Their service
covers the whole arc of that army's wartime
experience, from stunning success in 1939–41,
through the hugely costly middle years on the
Russian Front to the stubborn defensive fighting
in both East and West in 1943–45. Also included
are five more junior unit commanders chosen
because their service typifies the achievements
of combat leaders in regimental and battalion
commands. The colour portraits are in the
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uniquely meticulous style of the respected World
War II illustrator Malcolm McGregor.
Standing Fast: German Defensive Doctrine on
the Russian Front During World War II —
Prewar to March 1943 - Major Timothy A. Wray
2015-11-06
Includes over 50 maps plans and illustrations. In
this Research Survey, Major Timothy A. Wray
provides an excellent survey of the intricacies of
employing defensive tactics against a powerful
opponent. Using after-action reports, unit war
diaries, and other primary materials, Major
Wray analyzes the doctrine and tactics that the
Germans used on the Eastern Front during
World War II. At the end of World War I, the
Germans adopted the elastic defense in depth
and continued to use it as their basic doctrine
through the end of World War II. However,
because of limitations caused by difficult terrain,
severe weather, manpower and supply
shortages, Soviet tactics, and Hitler’s order to
stand fast, German commanders were unable to
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

implement the Elastic Defense in its true form.
Even so, innovative and resourceful unit
commanders were able to adapt to the harsh
realities of combat and improvise defensive
methods that saved the German armies from
complete annihilation. U.S. Army unit
commanders on the future battlefield, while
battling a motivated and aggressive force, will
also face hard battlefield conditions. Therefore,
these commanders, in applying the AirLand
Battle tenets of initiative, depth, agility, and
synchronization, will have to demonstrate the
same type of innovativeness and resourcefulness
as the Germans did in Russia. To operate on the
AirLand Battlefield, U.S. soldiers must depend
on sound doctrine and the ability to execute it
intelligently. All Army officers will benefit from
Major Wray’s new and vital assessment of how
German doctrine was modified by the test of
war.
The Anvil of War - Erhard Rauss 2016-03-22
An unprecedented look at German operations on
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the Russian Front during World War II. The
Anvil of War collects U.S. Army–commissioned
reports by two highly ranked German officers
who served on the disastrous Russian Front:
Military Improvisations During the Russian
Campaign, German Defense Tactics Against
Russian Breakthroughs by Erhard Raus, and
Operations of Encircled Forces by Oldwig von
Natzmer. The reports show how the Germans
adapted techniques to cope with their enemy’s
great numerical superiority and managed to
delay and sometimes drive back the steamroller
Russian forces during the German retreat. The
significance of the material detailing the
Germans’ vast experience on the Russian Front
was emphasized with the onset of the Cold War
and the perceived Soviet threat to Europe.
Written as part of a U.S. Army program
instigated after World War II by Colonel S. L. A.
Marshall of the Army Historical Division, who
was convinced that no record of the war could
be complete without the input of the German
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

commanding officers and their main staff
officers, these reports offer an invaluable record
of German operations for historians and general
readers. Compiled, edited, and introduced by
renowned military historian Peter G. Tsouras,
The Anvil of War stands as one of the great
historical records of one of the largest military
confrontations in history. Skyhorse Publishing,
as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to
publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in history--books about World War II,
the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the
JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American
Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators,
Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old
West, and much more. While not every title we
publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or
a national bestseller, we are committed to books
on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and
to authors whose work might not otherwise find
a home.
Military Improvisations During the Russian
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Campaign - 2003
Eastern Front Combat - Hans Wijers 2008-08-06
First-person German accounts of bloody combat.
Includes never-before-seen photos.
Operation Barbarossa - Bryan I. Fugate
1984-01-01
Based on primary Russian and German sources,
the author investigates Soviet strategy and
tactics involved in the June 22, 1941 defense of
their frontier against the Wehrmacht
The Price of Victory
- Lev Lopukhovsky
2017-06-30
“A stark picture of war between the Germans
and the Soviets, including some very interesting
illustration . . . fascinating, if chilling,
reading.”—Firetrench The Red Army’s casualties
during the Second World War and the casualties
sustained by the German army they fought are a
key element in any assessment of the conflict on
the Eastern Front. Since the war ended over
seventy years ago, the statistics have been a
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

source of bitter controversy, of claim and
counterclaim, as each generation of historians
has struggled to uncover the truth. This
contentious issue is the subject of this absorbing
book. The figures reveal much about the way the
war was fought, and they demonstrate the
enormous human price the Soviet Union paid for
its victory. That is why the statistics have been
so strongly contested. Distortion and falsification
by official historians have obscured the facts
because the issue has been so heavily
politicized. Using recently declassified
information from the Russian archives, the
authors focus in forensic detail on the way the
figures were recorded and compiled and seek to
explain why, so many years after the war, the
full truth about the subject is still far from our
reach.
Tank Warfare on the Eastern Front 1941-1942
Robert Forczyk 2014-02-24
The German panzer armies that swept into the
Soviet Union in 1941 were an undefeated force
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that had honed their skill in combined arms
warfare to a fine edge. The Germans focused
their panzers and tactical air support at points
on the battlefield defined as Schwerpunkt - main
effort - to smash through any defensive line and
then advance to envelope their adversaries.
??Initially, these methods worked well in the
early days of Operation Barbarossa and the tank
forces of the Red Army suffered defeat after
defeat. Although badly mauled in the opening
battles, the Red Army's tank forces did not
succumb to the German armoured onslaught and
German planning and logistical deficiencies led
to over-extension and failure in 1941. In the
second year of the invasion, the Germans
directed their Schwerpunkt toward the Volga
and the Caucasus and again achieved some
degree of success, but the Red Army had grown
much stronger and by November 1942, the
Soviets were able to turn the tables at
Stalingrad. ??Robert Forczyk's incisive study
offers fresh insight into how the two most
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

powerful mechanized armies of the Second
World War developed their tactics and weaponry
during the critical early years of the RussoGerman War. He uses German, Russian and
English sources to provide the first
comprehensive overview and analysis of
armored warfare from the German and Soviet
perspectives. His analysis of the greatest tank
war in history is compelling reading.
German Infantryman vs Russian Infantryman Robert Forczyk 2015-04-21
The Eastern Front of World War I is sometimes
overshadowed by the fighting in the West. But
the clashes between Imperial Germany and
Tsarist Russia in East Prussia, Poland and
Lithuania were every bit as gruelling for the
participants as the great battles in Western
Europe. In spite of the crushing German victory
at Tannenburg in August 1914, the war in the
East would grind on for two more years.
Featuring full-color artwork, specially drawn
maps and archive photographs, this study
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assesses the tactics, leadership and combat
performance of German and Russian footsoldiers
fighting in battles at Gumbinnen, Göritten and
Mahartse, revealing the evolving nature of
infantry warfare on the Eastern Front during
World War I.
Toward Combined Arms Warfare - J. M.
House 1985
Hitler's Spanish Legion - Gerald R. Kleinfeld
1979
Though well publicized in Europe, and with
enormous bibliographic resources in German
and Spanish, on which this history principally
draws, the famous Spanish Blue
Division—Franco’s military and diplomatic ploy
in World War II—is very little known in this
country, as this first full, analytical account in
English attests. For nearly three years, August
1941–March 1944, 47,000 Spanish soldiers
served under German command on the Russian
front, two of those years continuously in the line
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

in the siege of Leningrad. There were 22,000
casualties, of which 4,500 were killed in action
or died of wounds, disease, or frostbite. Less
than 300 prisoners of war finally were
repatriated in 1954. The story of these Spanish
volunteers told here, largely from original
Spanish and German archival sources, in the
graphic detail of a military history covering the
major battles of the Russo-German war, gives an
entirely different perspective to the siege of
Leningrad which is neither Communist nor Nazi
but Mediterranean. Though focusing on the
military aspects of the Blue Division’s
campaigns, amply illustrated with maps and
documented with detailed military rolls, this big
book captures the highly charged diplomatic
history of the time. The Spanish expeditionary
force joined Army Group North as the 250th
Infantry Division in the German order of battle.
But in culture, command structure, and tactics,
the Blue Division was worlds apart from the
other elements of the Wehrmacht. Thinking of
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themselves as warriors, as opposed to soldiers,
the Spaniards fought with great courage and
dash. Masters of improvisation, they lived off the
countryside, regarded the Russians as human
beings, and often formed strong bonds with the
peasants—so strong that the Russian population
often protected the Spaniards from both the Red
Army and the partisans.
Red Road From Stalingrad - Mansur Abdulin
1990-12-31
Mansur Abdulin fought in the front ranks of the
Soviet infantry against the German invaders at
Stalingrad, Kursk and on the banks of the
Dnieper. This is his extraordinary story. His vivid
inside view of a ruthless war on the Eastern
Front gives a rare insight into the reality of the
fighting and into the tactics and mentality of the
Soviet army. In his own words, and with a
remarkable clarity of recall, he describes what
combat was like on the ground, face to face with
a skilled, deadly and increasingly desperate
enemy.
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War on the Eastern Front, 1941-1945 - James
Lucas 1982
An illustrated account of the German soldiers
who invaded Russia from 1941 to 1945-chronicles their day-to-day survival in isolation,
experiencing what Hitler had not anticipated
Fighting the Russians in Winter: Three Case
Studies - 1981
Om vinterkrigsførelse, kamp om vinteren, kamp i
sne, kulde, frost, m.v. med russiske hær,
sovjetiske hærstyrker, sovjetrussiske hær, røde
hær, røde armee, etc. i Rusland/Sovjetunionen,
beskrevet ud fra krigshistoriske eksempler.
The Dynamics of Doctrine - Timothy T. Lupfer
1981
This paper is a case study in the wartime
evolution of tactical doctrine. Besides providing
a summary of German Infantry tactics of the
First World War, this study offers insight into
the crucial role of leadership in facilitating
doctrinal change during battle. It reminds us
that success in war demands extensive and
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vigorous training calculated to insure that field
commanders understand and apply sound
tactical principles as guidelines for action and
not as a substitute for good judgment. It points
out the need for a timely effort in collecting and
evaluating doctrinal lessons from battlefield
experience. --Abstract.
Peculiarities of Russian Warfare (German
Reports Series)
- Department of the Army
Historical Di 2010-02-01
Part of the "German Report Series," originally
published in 1949. Covers the Russian soldier
and Russian conduct of battle, peculiarities of
Russian tactics, the Red Air Force and partisan
warfare. The material was put together to satisfy
interest based on Russia's rapid developments in
the arena of world politics. Based on reports of a
committee of former German generals and
general staff corps officers who all had extensive
experience on the Eastern Front during the
period 1941-45.
The German Army on the Eastern Front - Jeff
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

Rutherford 2018-05-30
Histories of the German army on the Eastern
Front generally focus on battlefield exploits on
the war as it was fought in the front line. They
tend to neglect other aspects of the armys
experience, particularly its participation in the
racial war demanded by the leadership of the
Reich. This ground-breaking book aims to
correct this incomplete, often misleading
picture. Using a selection of revealing extracts
from a wide range of wartime documents, it
looks at the totality of the Wehrmachts war in
the East. The documents have previously been
unpublished or have never been translated into
English, and they offer a fascinating inside view
of the armys actions and attitudes. Combat is
covered, and complicity in Hitlers war of
annihilation against the Soviet Union. There are
sections on the conduct of the war in the rear
areas logistics, medical, judicial and the armys
tactics, motivation and leadership. The entire
text is informed by the latest research into the
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reality of the conflict as it was perceived and
understood by those who took part.
Tank Warfare on the Eastern Front, 1941–1942 Robert Forczyk 2014-02-24
The author of Case White: The Invasion of
Poland delves into the strategy and weaponry of
armored warfare during the early years of the
Russo-German War. The German panzer armies
that swept into the Soviet Union in 1941 were an
undefeated force that had honed their skill in
combined arms warfare to a fine edge. The
Germans focused their panzers and tactical air
support at points on the battlefield defined as
Schwerpunkt—main effort—to smash through
any defensive line and then advance to envelope
their adversaries. Initially, these methods
worked well in the early days of Operation
Barbarossa and the tank forces of the Red Army
suffered defeat after defeat. Although badly
mauled in the opening battles, the Red Army’s
tank forces did not succumb to the German
armored onslaught and German planning and
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

logistical deficiencies led to over-extension and
failure in 1941. In the second year of the
invasion, the Germans directed their
Schwerpunkt toward the Volga and the
Caucasus and again achieved some degree of
success, but the Red Army had grown much
stronger and by November 1942, the Soviets
were able to turn the tables at Stalingrad.
Robert Forczyk’s incisive study offers fresh
insight into how the two most powerful
mechanized armies of the Second World War
developed their tactics and weaponry during the
critical early years of the Russo-German War. He
uses German, Russian and English sources to
provide the first comprehensive overview and
analysis of armored warfare from the German
and Soviet perspectives. His analysis of the
greatest tank war in history is compelling
reading. Includes photos
The Anvil of War
- Erhard Rauss 2016-03-22
An unprecedented look at German operations on
the Russian Front during World War II. The
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Anvil of War collects US Army–commissioned
reports by two highly ranked German officers
who served on the disastrous Russian Front:
Military Improvisations During the Russian
Campaign, German Defense Tactics Against
Russian Breakthroughs by Erhard Rauss, and
Operations of Encircled Forces by Oldwig Von
Natzmer. The reports show how the Germans
adapted techniques to cope with their enemy’s
great numerical superiority and managed to
delay and sometimes drive back the steamroller
Russian forces during the German retreat. The
significance of the material detailing the
Germans’ vast experience on the Russian Front
was emphasized with the onset of the Cold War
and the perceived Soviet threat to Europe.
Written as part of a US Army program instigated
after World War II by Col. S. L. A. Marshall of
the Army Historical Division, who was convinced
that no record of the war could be complete
without the input of the German commanding
officers and their main staff officers, these
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

reports offer an invaluable record of German
operations for historians and general readers.
Compiled, edited, and introduced by renowned
military historian Peter G. Tsouras, The Anvil of
War stands as one of the great historical records
of one of the largest military confrontations in
history.
The Battle of Stalingrad
- 50 minutes 2016-04-26
Keen to learn but short on time? Get to grips
with the events of the Battle of Stalingrad in
next to no time with this concise guide.
50Minutes.com provides a clear and engaging
analysis of the Battle of Stalingrad. In August
1942, three years after the start of the Second
World War, Nazi Germany and its allies
launched a brutal attack on the Russian city of
Stalingrad. However, after months of heavy
fighting and extraordinary resistance from the
Soviets, the Germans were forced to withdraw.
Hitler’s army was significantly weakened after
this battle, one of the deadliest in history, and
never regained the upper hand in the East. In
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just 50 minutes you will: • Understand the
background to the battle and Germany’s reasons
for launching an attack on the USSR • Identify
the main commanders and leaders on both sides,
and their strategic decisions during the battle •
Analyse the impact of the battle and its
contribution to the downfall of Nazi Germany
ABOUT 50MINUTES.COM | History & Culture
50MINUTES.COM will enable you to quickly
understand the main events, people, conflicts
and discoveries from world history that have
shaped the world we live in today. Our
publications present the key information on a
wide variety of topics in a quick and accessible
way that is guaranteed to save you time on your
journey of discovery.
War on the Eastern Front - James Lucas
2014-10-30
Dawn on Sunday 22 June 1941 saw the opening
onslaughts of Operation Barbarossa as German
forces stormed forward into the Soviet Union.
Few of them were to survive the five long years
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

of bitter struggle.??A posting to the Eastern
Front during the Second World War was rightly
regarded with dread by the German soldiers.
They were faced by the unremitting hostility of
the climate, the people and even, at times, their
own leadership. They saw epic battles such as
Stalingrad and Kursk, and yet it was a daily war
of attrition which ultimately proved fatal for
Hitler's ambition and the German military
machine. ??In this classic account leading
military historian James Lucas examines
different aspects of the fighting, from war in the
trenches to a bicycle-mounted anti-tank unit
fighting against the oncoming Russian hordes.
Told through the experiences of the German
soldiers who endured these nightmarish years of
warfare, War on the Eastern Front is a unique
record of this cataclysmic campaign.
Russia's Last Gasp - Prit Buttar 2016-09-22
Despite the increasingly futile, bloody struggles
for territory that had characterised the Eastern
Front the previous year, the German and Austro21/23
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Hungarian commands held high hopes for 1916.
After the success of the 1915 Gorlice–Tarnów
Offensive, which had driven Russia out of Galicia
and Poland, Germany was free to renew its
efforts in the west. Austria-Hungary, meanwhile,
turned its attention to defeating Italy. In an
attempt to relieve pressure on their British and
French allies at the Somme and Verdun, Russia
launched one of the bloodiest campaigns in the
history of warfare. General Brusilov's June
advance was quickly characterised by innovative
tactics, including the use of shock troops – a
tactic that German armies would later adapt to
great effect. The momentum continued with
Romania's entry into the war and the declaration
by the Central Powers of a Kingdom of Poland –
two events which would radically transform the
borders of post-war Europe.Drawing on firsthand accounts and archival research,
internationally renowned historian Prit Buttar
presents a dramatic account of an explosive year
on the Eastern Front, one that gave Russia its
german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

greatest success on the battlefield but plunged
the nation into revolution at home.
Fighting in Hell - Peter G. Tsouras 2011-10-19
On 22 June 1941, the German army invaded the
Soviet Union, one hundred fifty divisions
advancing on three axes in a surprise attack that
overwhelmed and destroyed whatever opposition
the Russians were able to muster. The German
High Command was under the impression that
the Red Army could be destroyed west of the
Dnepr River and that there would be no need for
conducting operations in cold, snow, and mud.
They were wrong. In reality, the extreme
conditions of the German war in Russia were so
brutal that past experiences simply paled before
them. Everything in Russia--the land, the
weather, the distances, and above all the people-was harder, harsher, more unforgiving, and
more deadly than anything the German soldier
had ever faced before. Based on the
recollections of four veteran German
commanders of those battles, FIGHTING IN
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HELL describes in detail what happened when
the world's best-publicized "supermen" met the

german-battle-tactics-on-the-russian-front-1941-1945

world's most brutal fighting. It is not a tale for
the squeamish.
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