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Africa Since Independence - Paul Nugent 2004-09-18
This is a genuinely comparative study of the different trajectories and
experiences of independent African states. It addresses the differential
legacies of British, French, Portuguese, Belgian and Spanish colonialism
as well as the unique qualities of imperial Ethiopia and Liberia. Paul
Nugent analyses boundary problems, the reshaping of territorial
structures and the contrasting ideological paths followed by civilian and
military regimes. The book ends with a look at the interplay between
structural adjustment, ethnicity, democratization and the impact of
NGOs. A state-level perspective is balanced by a sensitivity to popular
culture.
Africana Studies - Mario Joaquim Azevedo 2005
The new edition of Africana Studies: A Survey of Africa and the African
Diaspora is an update of the second edition (1998) and incorporates new
chapters that include expanded coverage of issues on women, health,
terrorism, the African Union, and many others, as well as the most recent
theories and methods in Africana studies. To date, Africana Studies
remains the most comprehensive and most suitable text for both teachers
and students interested in Africa and the Diaspora in the US, the
Caribbean, Afro-Latin-America, and elsewhere.The book is divided into
five parts: the state of the art of Africana studies; the evolution of the
history of black people; analysis of the contributions of the black world;
the present and future status of these peoples; and the societies and
values of black people. The book also includes a chronology of significant
events in the history of peoples of African descent and a number of maps.
Reversing Sail - Michael A. Gomez 2019-10-10
Captures the essential political, cultural, social, and economic
developments that shaped the black experience.
Daughters of the Trade - Pernille Ipsen 2015-01-20
Severine Brock's first language was Ga, yet it was not surprising when,
in 1842, she married Edward Carstensen. He was the last governor of
Christiansborg, the fort that, in the eighteenth century, had been the
center of Danish slave trading in West Africa. She was the descendant of
Ga-speaking women who had married Danish merchants and traders.
Their marriage would have been familiar to Gold Coast traders going
back nearly 150 years. In Daughters of the Trade, Pernille Ipsen follows
five generations of marriages between African women and Danish men,
revealing how interracial marriage created a Euro-African hybrid culture
specifically adapted to the Atlantic slave trade. Although interracial
marriage was prohibited in European colonies throughout the Atlantic
world, in Gold Coast slave-trading towns it became a recognized and
respected custom. Cassare, or "keeping house," gave European men the
support of African women and their kin, which was essential for their
survival and success, while African families made alliances with
European traders and secured the legitimacy of their offspring by
making the unions official. For many years, Euro-African families lived in
close proximity to the violence of the slave trade. Sheltered by their
Danish names and connections, they grew wealthy and influential. But
their powerful position on the Gold Coast did not extend to the broader
Atlantic world, where the link between blackness and slavery grew
stronger, and where Euro-African descent did not guarantee privilege. By
the time Severine Brock married Edward Carstensen, their world had
changed. Daughters of the Trade uncovers the vital role interracial
marriage played in the coastal slave trade, the production of racial
difference, and the increasing stratification of the early modern Atlantic
world.
Sunjata- Bamba Suso 1999-10-07
Sunjata Keita was the founder of one of the greatest empires of Western
Africa. These two epic accounts of his life portray a greedy, slow-witted
child - said to have crawled until the age of seven - who grew up as
prophecy foretold to become a mighty warrior, renowned for his bravery
and superhuman strength. They describe how, with the help of his sister,
who seduced their arch-enemy Sumanguru into revealing his secret

powers, Sunjata defeated the Susu overlords and created the Mali
Empire which would last for two centuries. Based on events from the
early thirteenth century, these tales of heroism and magic are still
celebrated across West Africa as part of a living epic oral tradition.
Mansa Musa - Khephra Burns 2001
A fictional account of the nomadic wanderings of the boy who grew up to
become Mali's great fourteenth-century leader, Mansa Musa.
Empires of Medieval West Africa - David C. Conrad 2010
Explores empires of medieval west Africa.
Loss Sings - James Montgomery 2018-02-15
The seventh-century poet Tumadir, also known as al-Khansaʾ--a sobriquet
that means "the Snub-nosed Gazelle doe"--survived both her brothers.
Her poetic output consists of dirges for those dead brothers. In Loss
Sings, James Montgomery translates a number of these dirges from the
Arabic and weaves a cahier around them. Bringing this little-known
ancient Arabic poet to contemporary readers for the first time,
Montogomery intersperses personal and poignant observations
throughout the collection as he explores related elements of death and
loss.
Oral Epics from Africa - John William Johnson 1997
It seems incredible that heretofore there has not been an introductory
anthology of African epics presented in English. Western literary culture
has long emphasized the heritage of such well-known epics as the Iliad,
the Odyssey, and Aeneid. But it is only recently that scholars have turned
their attention toward capturing the rich oral tradition that is still alive in
Africa. The twenty-five excerpts in this volume have been selected and
introduced so as to offer English-speaking readers a broad sample of the
extensive epic traditions in Africa. The general introduction and the
background on each epic will enable readers to understand the context
of each epic and will also provide leads for further inquiry.
African Voices of the Global Past - Trevor R. Getz 2018-04-17
Global historical events are too often recounted exclusively through
European and American voices. African Voices of the Global Past
explores six major historical developments of global significance - the
Atlantic slave trade, industrialization, colonialism, the World Wars,
decolonization, and the development of modern feminism - from an
African perspective. Voices emerge throughout the text in the form of
primary sources that explore the personal accounts of individuals. These
enable students to look beyond the indistinct figures of Africans in
European and American accounts to see the people directly involved and
affected by the major global changes they experienced. Featuring
contributed chapters from renowned scholars, many from the continent
of Africa or the African diaspora, African Voices of the Global Past offers
a unique view of global history from a traditionally overlooked
perspective. This book is a perfect supplement for world history and
African history instructors seeking to relate a compelling narrative of
major world events.
Sundiata - David Wisniewski 1999-01-22
The story of Sundiata, who overcame physical handicaps, social disgrace,
and strong opposition to rule Mali in the thirteenth century.
Ancient Ghana and Mali
Beyond Jihad- Lamin O. Sanneh 2016
Over the course of the last 1400 years, Islam has grown from a small
band of followers on the Arabian peninsula into a global religion of over a
billion believers. How did this happen? The usual answer is that Islam
spread by the sword-believers waged jihad against rival tribes and
kingdoms and forced them to convert. Lamin Sanneh argues that this is
far from the whole story. Beyond Jihad examines the origin and evolution
of the African pacifist tradition in Islam, beginning with an inquiry into
the faith's origins and expansion in North Africa and its transmission
across trans-Saharan trade routes to West Africa. The book focuses on
the ways in which, without jihad, the religion spread and took hold, and
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what that tells us about the nature of religious and social change. At the
heart of this process were clerics who used religious and legal
scholarship to promote Islam. Once this clerical class emerged, it offered
continuity and stability in the midst of political changes and cultural
shifts, helping to inhibit the spread of radicalism, and subduing the urge
to wage jihad. With its policy of religious and inter-ethnic
accommodation, this pacifist tradition took Islam beyond traditional
trade routes and kingdoms into remote districts of the Mali Empire,
instilling a patient, Sufi-inspired, and jihad-negating impulse into
religious life and practice. Islam was successful in Africa, Sanneh argues,
not because of military might but because it was made African by
Africans who adapted it to a variety of contexts.
The Epic of Gor Mahia
- Adrian Onyando 2003

slave trade that stretched across Africa. Scraping away hundreds of
years of ignorance, prejudice, and mythology, award-winnnig authors
Patricia and Fredrick McKissack reveal the glory of these forgotten
empires while inviting us to share in the inspiring process of historical
recovery that is taking place today.
A World History of Political Thought - J. Babb 2018
A World History of Political Thought is an outstanding and innovative
work with profound significance for the study of the history of political
thought, providing a wide-ranging, detailed and global overview of
political thought from 600 BC to the 21st century. Treating both western
and non-western systems of political thought as equal and placing them
as they should be; side by side.
The Empire of Mali - Carol Thompson 1998
A survey of the history and culture of the Empire of Mali, one of the
largest empires the world has ever known
The Epic of Son-Jara - Fa-Digi Sisòkò 1992-08-22
" . . . a major addition to the literature on oral traditions." —Journal of
Religion in Africa This 750-year-old epic celebrates the exploits of the
legendary founder of the Empire of Old Mali. It constitutes a virtual
social, political, and cultural charter and embodies deep-rooted aspects
of Mande cosmology. The fully annotated translation is accompanied by
an introduction that provides a historical and contextual framework for
understanding the recitation of this African epic.
Emperor Shaka the Great - Mazisi Kunene 1978

Heroism and the Supernatural in the African- Mariam
Epic
Konaté Deme
2010-09-13
There exists a strong tendency within Western literary criticism to either
deny the existence of epics in Africa or to see African literatures as
exotic copies of European originals. In both cases, Western criticism has
largely failed to acknowledge the distinctiveness of African literary
aesthetics. This book revises traditional literary canons in examining the
social, cultural and emotional specificity of African epics. Mariam Konate
Deme highlights the distinguishing features that characterize the African
epic, emphasizing the significance of the fantastic and its use as an
essential element in the dramatic structure of African epics. As Deme
notes, the fantastic can be fully appreciated only against the
cosmological background of the societies that produce those heroic tales.
This book not only contributes to the scholarship on African oral
literature, but also adds reshapes our understanding of heroic literature
in general.
Sundiata - Djibril Tamsir Niane 2006
"The son of Sogolon, the hunchback princess, and Maghan, known as 'the
handsome', Sundiata grew up to fulfil the prophesies of the soothsayers
that he would unite the twelve kingdoms of Mali into one of the most
powerful empires ever known in Africa, which at its peak stretched right
across the savanna belt from the shores of the Atlantic to the dusty walls
of Timbuktu." "Retold by generations of griots - the guardians of African
culture - this oral tradition has been handed down from the thirteenth
century and captures all the mystery and majesty of medieval African
kingship. It is an epic tale - part history, part legend - which should rank
alongside the Iliad and the Odyssey as one of the world's great adventure
stories." "This Revised Edition contains additional material to help the
reader better understand the context in which this popular story is set,
including: background information, material on oral tradition,
pronunciation and spelling, and a who's who of characters/glossary of
places."--BOOK JACKET.
From Timbuktu to the Mississippi Delta - Pascal Bokar Thiam
2015-01-16
From Timbuktu to the Mississippi Delta explores how West African
standards of aesthetics and sociocultural traits have moved into
mainstream American culture and become social norms. I was curious to
know why African Americans (and the country as a whole, for that
matter) began clapping on beats two and four, and why we'd get dirty
looks if we were caught clapping on the wrong beat. I had a desire to
know why the identity of the music of our nation, with its majority
population of European descent, had the musical textures, bent pitches,
and blue notes of Africa. I wondered why a sense of swing developed
here that was closer in syncopation to African culture than to the
classical music of Vienna or the Paris Opera. And finally, I wanted to
know why our nation's youth moved suggestively on the dance floor with
their hips-movements that are closer in aesthetics to African dance than
to ballet. The journey began on the banks of the mighty Niger River.
Pascal Bokar Thiam, Ed.D., is on the faculty of the University of San
Francisco, California, and the French American International School
where he teaches jazz and world music courses in the Performing Arts
Division. He is a jazz guitarist and vocalist of Senegalese and French
background. His CD Savanna Jazz Club, which combines the music of
Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie with Senegalese rhythms, made the
top 40 of U.S. jazz radio stations nationwide. He is the owner of the
award-winning Savanna Jazz Club of San Francisco. His areas of interest
include jazz education, social justice, and diversity.
The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay - Patricia
McKissack 2016-03-01
For more than a thousand years, from A.D. 500 to 1700, the medieval
kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay grew rich on the gold, salt, and

Mansa Musa and the Empire of Mali - P. James Oliver 2013-03-01
"This book introduces the medieval empire of Mali...and soon narrows its
focus to the compelling life story of the emperor Mansa Musa, who rules
Mali in the early 1300s...This enjoyable work smoothly blends historical
text with memorable anecdotes...photos and sketches...and well-drawn
maps." --P. [4] of cover.
Desert Frontier
- James L. A. Webb 1995
Documents the increasing aridity of the transitional zone between the
full desert of the Sahara and the open grassland of western Africa, the
border moving 200-300 kilometers south during a brief two and half
centuries; and the political and economic changes as pastoral nomads of
the desert edge followed the shift south, and the agricultural
communities in their way had to abandon their villages or face
subjugation. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Africa in Global History with Sources - Robert Harms 2018
The Epic of Sumanguru Kante - Stephen Bulman 2017-08-28
The Epic of Sumanguru Kante contains the Bamana text and English
translation of griot Abdoulaye Sako’s oral narrative about Sumanguru,
recorded in Koulikoro (Mali), together with explanatory notes, a scholarly
introduction, and sections on the Bamana language and musical
accompaniment.
The Sunjata Story
- Bamba Suso 2006-05-04
A child is born who will overthrow a king... After the leader of a great
African kingdom hears that a baby has been born who will destroy him,
he hides behind a mighty army and surrounds himself with magical
charms. There remains only one way to kill him. Concealing this secret
weakness from the world, the ruler clings to power. But when the sister
of his enemy seduces him, lust overwhelms the king. And as he lies
beside her in the night, desperate to know her body, he foolishly begins
to share his secret...
Remembering Nayeche and the Gray Bull Engiro - Mustafa Kemal
Mirzeler 2014-01-01
Since the 1990s, Mirzeler has travelled to East Africa to apprentice with
storytellers. Remembering Nayeche and the Gray Bull Engiro is both an
account of his experience listening to these storytellers and of how oral
tradition continues to evolve in the modern world.
History of Africa - Kevin Shillington 1989
Now fully revised and updated, this classic text offers an illustrated and
critical narrative introduction to the history of Africa from earliest times
to the present. Beginning with the evolution of mankind itself, the book
traces the history of Africa through the millennia of the ancient world to
the centuries of medieval and modern Africa. The clear and simple
language and the wealth of carefully chosen maps and photos combine to
make an essential and accessible text.
The Juggler's Children
- Carolyn Abraham 2013
Science writer Carolyn Abraham tells the story of how she traced her
genetic genealogy back to its scattered beginnings.
I, Tituba, Black Witch of Salem - Maryse Condé 2009
This wild and entertaining novel expands on the true story of the West
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Indian slave Tituba, who was accused of witchcraft in Salem,
Massachusetts, arrested in 1692, and forgotten in jail until the general
amnesty for witches two years later. Maryse Condé brings Tituba out of
historical silence and creates for her a fictional childhood, adolescence,
and old age. She turns her into what she calls "a sort of female hero, an
epic heroine, like the legendary ‘Nanny of the maroons,’" who, schooled
in the sorcery and magical ritual of obeah, is arrested for healing
members of the family that owns her. CARAF Books:Caribbean and
African Literature Translated from French This book has been supported
by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, an
independent federal agencY.
Dancing Skeletons- Katherine A. Dettwyler 2013-09-26
One of the most widely used ethnographies published in the last twenty
years, this Margaret Mead Award winner has been used as required
reading at more than 600 colleges and universities. This personal
account by a biocultural anthropologist illuminates not-soon-forgotten
messages involving the sobering aspects of fieldwork among
malnourished children in West Africa. With nutritional anthropology at
its core, Dancing Skeletons presents informal, engaging, and oftentimes
dramatic stories that relate the author’s experiences conducting
research on infant feeding and health in Mali. Through fascinating
vignettes and honest, vivid descriptions, Dettwyler explores such diverse
topics as ethnocentrism, culture shock, population control,
breastfeeding, child care, the meaning of disability and child death in
different cultures, female circumcision, women’s roles in patrilineal
societies, the dangers of fieldwork, and facing emotionally draining
realities. Readers will laugh and cry as they meet the author’s friends
and informants, follow her through a series of encounters with both periurban and rural Bambara culture, and struggle with her as she attempts
to reconcile her very different roles as objective ethnographer, subjective
friend, and mother in the field. The 20th Anniversary Edition includes a
13-page “Q&A with the Author” in which Dettwyler responds to typical
questions she has received individually from students who have been
assigned Dancing Skeletons as well as audience questions at lectures on
various campuses. The new 23-page “Update on Mali, 2013” chapter is a
factual update about economic and health conditions in Mali as well as a
brief summary of the recent political unrest.
Sunjata - David C. Conrad 2004-01-01
A pillar of the West African oral tradition for centuries, this epic traces
the adventures and achievements of the Mande hero, Sunjata, as he
liberates his people from Sumaworo Kanté, the sorcerer king of Soso,
and establishes the great medieval empire of Mali. David Conrad conveys
the strong narrative thrust of the Sunjata epic in his presentation of
substantial excerpts from his translation of a performance by Djanka
Tassey Condé. Readers approaching the epic for the first time will
appreciate the translation's highly readable, poetic English as well as
Conrad's informative Introduction and notes. Scholars will find the
familiar heroes and heroines taking on new dimensions, secondary
characters gaining increased prominence, and previously unknown

figures emerging from obscurity. "Thanks to his careful editing and
translating of Condé's narrative, Conrad offers a highly readable version
of the epic that is about a third of its original length. The translation
communicates not only the poetic qualities and the essential events of
the Sunjata legend but also the master bard's performance values. Thus,
this rendering will fascinate those who already know the story and
culture and those coming to the epic for the first time. Conrad provides
an excellent introduction to Mande oral tradition, the role of the griot,
and the Manding belief system. Though he makes no claim for this as the
complete scholarly edition, he does provide helpful scholarly notes, a
glossary, and a good bibliography. . . . Summing up: Highly
recommended." --L. W. Yoder, CHOICE
Democratization in Mali - Robert Pringle 2006
Son-Jara - Fa-Digi Sisòkò 2003
The epic of Son-Jara (also known as Sunjata or Sundiata) celebrates the
exploits of the legendary founder of the Empire of Old Mali and is still
widely recited among Mandekan-speaking peoples of West Africa today.
As performed by griots, or professional bards, it embodies deeply rooted
aspects of Mande cosmology and worldview. This edition of the epic
presents the full, linear Mandekan text side by side with John William
Johnson's important English translation. Fully annotated and explained,
the text provides historical and contextual frameworks for understanding
this African epic. A complete recitation of the epic by Jeli fa-Digi Sisòkò
recorded in the town of Kita, Mali, is sold separately. This powerful text
and inspiring performance show why the epic of Son-Jara has taken its
place among the world's greatest epics.
Whiteman - Tony D'Souza 2007
Refusing to leave his violence-charged post in an African Muslim village
after his funding is cut off, maverick American relief worker Jack Diaz, at
the side of his village guardian, Mamadou, gains insights into the
region's hunting, farming, culture, and struggles with AIDS. Reprint.
Sunjata: A New Prose Version
- 2016-06-01
"After existing orally for hundreds of years, Sunjata was written down in
the 20th century. David Conrad, who recorded a new version of the epic,
has now crafted a prose translation that preserves the oral flavor of live
performance. The result is a captivating work of literature that will
finally give the story of Sunjata its well-deserved place among the great
epics of world literature." —Martin Puchner, Byron and Anita Wien
Professor of Drama and of English and Comparative Literature, Harvard
University
Reversing Sail - Michael A. Gomez 2005
This 2005 book examines the global unfolding of the migrations and
dispersals of the African Diaspora.
Corpus of Early Arabic Sources for West African History
- Nehemia
Levtzion 1981-01
Africans - John Iliffe 2017-07-13
An updated and comprehensive single-volume history covering all
periods from human origins to contemporary African situations.
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